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  MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
MASSILLON CITY COUNCIL 

HELD MONDAY, JULY 1, 2024 
 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Welcome to the Massillon City Council Meeting for 
Monday, July 1, 2024.  We have in attendance the following City officials:  Mayor, Jamie Slutz, 
Safety Service Director, Renee Baker, Asst. Law Director, Edmond Mack, City Engineer, Alex 
Pitts, Director of Development, Ted Herncane, Chief Building Official, Frank Silla, and Code 
Enforcement Officer, Dan Fichter.  Under #5 on the agenda is where the public can speak on 
any topic that appears on tonight’s agenda and under #17 is where the public can speak on 
any topic that does NOT appear on tonight’s agenda.  I’d like to remind you that if you have a 
cell phone, please set it to mute, vibrate or turn it off.  Thank you. 

 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Roll call.   

 
  1. ROLL CALL 
 

Roll call for the evening found the following Council Members present:  Holly Bryan-Huth, Jill 
Creamer, Sarita Cunningham, Mike Gregg, Julie Harwig Smith, Ed Lewis, Mark Lombardi and 
Eric Ray. 
 
Roll call of 8 present 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Councilman Lombardi. 
 
COUNCILMAN LOMBARDI – I’d like to make a motion that we excuse Councilman Snee. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Seconded by Councilman Gregg.  Roll call. 
 
8 yes to excuse Councilman Snee 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Councilman Snee has been excused.  Councilwoman 
Bryan-Huth. 
 

  2. INVOCATION  
 
 COUNCILWOMAN HOLLY BRYAN-HUTH 
 

  3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 LED BY COUNCILWOMAN HUTH 
 
  4. READING OF THE JOURNAL 
 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Thank you, Councilwoman Bryan-Huth.  Madam Clerk are 
the minutes of the previous meeting transcribed and open for public viewing? 
 
COUNCIL CLERK ROLLAND – Yes, they are. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Are there any additions or corrections to be made? 
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COUNCIL CLERK ROLLAND – No, there are not. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Then the minutes stand approved as written. 
 

  5. REMARKS OF DELEGATIONS AND CITIZENS TO MATTERS ON THE AGENDA 
 
  6. NEW AND MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 
 COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – At this time, we have new business from the Mayor. 
 

MAYOR SLUTZ – Good evening, Councilmembers.  First, I’d like to announce that the City 
has been awarded $300,000.00 from the State of Ohio for the Reservoir Restoration Project.  
This application was submitted at the end of last year and since then, we’ve discussed the 
importance of this project with our local and State legislators in an effort to bring these funds to 
Massillon.  We have a pending application, also, with the Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources 
called H2Ohio for $466,000.00 for the reservoir and a Federally funded grant through 
Congresswoman Amelia Sykes office for $1.28 million dollars.  We should be hearing about 
these later this summer.  The reservoir’s a top priority for me and we will continue to look for 
every opportunity to reach our new project goals.  My next announcement and I’m happy to 
bring this young lady up with me; is on July 15th a new Animal Control Officer will be starting 
with the City of Massillon and I’d like to introduce her tonight.  This is Michelle Loy.  She’s a 
Massillon Washington High School graduate and a graduate of Kent State University where 
she obtained a degree in criminology.  Ms. Loy continues to live in Massillon and I’m proud to 
announce that she’s going to be our Animal Control Officer.  She has experience in working 
with wildlife.  She volunteered at the Wildlife Conservation Center and she handled different 
animals, rehabbing them and performing rescue missions for various wildlife in distress.  She’s 
familiar and recognizes animals with diseases such as rabies and distemper and she’s part of 
the Ohio Wildlife Rehabilitators Association.  In addition to her animal care experience, she 
also has experience in law enforcement and government and her passion for this position set 
her apart from other candidates throughout the interview process.  I bring to you tonight 
Michelle Loy, if you would like to say a word.  

 
MICHELLE LOY – Thank you, Mr. Mayor for that wonderful introduction.  Like you stated, I am 
a lifelong resident of the City of Massillon.  I am passionate about wildlife and domestic 
animals and I’m passionate about serving my community.  I’m honored to be the newly 
reinstated animal control officer for the city that I love.  So, thank you for your support and I 
look forward to meeting with the community members and showing you what I can do. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Welcome.  Councilman Lombardi. 
 
COUNCILMAN LOMBARDI – Thank you, President Slater.  According to the ordinances of the 
State of Ohio, I would like to make a motion that Council goes into Executive Session to 
include all Members of Council, President of Council, Mayor Jamie Slutz, Safety Service 
Director, Renee Baker, Director of Development, Ted Herncane and Asst. Law Director, 
Edmond Mack. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Seconded by Councilman Ray.  Roll call. 
 
8 yes to enter into Executive Session – 6:40 p.m. 
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 COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Councilman Lombardi. 
 

COUNCILMAN LOMBARDI – Thank you, President Slater.  I make a motion that we exit 
Executive Session. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Seconded by Councilman Ray.  Roll call. 
 
8 yes to exit Executive Session – 7:10 p.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Thank you, Madam Clerk. 

 
  7. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
 COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Ord. No. 60 – 2024. 
 
 ORDINANCE NO. 60 – 2024  BY:  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

AN ORDINANCE enacting CHAPTER 778 “ADULT USE CANNABIS CONTROL” under PART 
SEVEN, “BUSINESS REGULATION CODE” of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 
Massillon, Ohio, and declaring an emergency. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Councilwoman Creamer. 
 
COUNCILWOMAN CREAMER – Thank you, President Slater.  As this states, the request is to 
enact a new Chapter 778 of “Adult Use Cannabis Control”.  This chapter includes definitions, 
licensing of adult use cannabis operators and penalties.  We opened our discussion last week 
with this proposal and I’d like to bring Administration up to give us an overview and answer 
some questions that were brought up during the Work Session regarding this ordinance No. 60 
and the following ordinance No. 61.  Mr. Herncane, thank you. 
 
TED HERNCANE – Mr. President, Mrs. Creamer and Members of Council.  So, last week 
there was several questions which I’d like to answer.  Councilman Lombardi asked about the 
distance requirements for medical marijuana facilities?  It is the same five hundred feet from 
churches, schools, daycares, playgrounds and things like that.  I have not seen a distance 
requirement in between medical marijuana dispensaries as there is with recreational.  
Somebody asked “Where does the tax money go?”.  I will pass around what is in the Revised 
Code as to where the tax money goes and you can look at that at your leisure and in the 
essence of time, I’ll let you look at that and it outlines where the State says that the tax money 
goes from their end.  Obviously, they tax 10% as an excise tax on recreational sales; thirty-six 
of which goes to the host community.  Councilwoman Harwig Smith asked a question about 
Massillon Police Dept. inspections.  As it’s stated in the medical ordinance from seven years 
ago and that can probably be deleted as well.  Councilwoman Cunningham and Councilman 
Lombardi asked questions about banking and how that process works and I wish I could say 
that there’s a real yes or no answer, but there’s not.  Some very, very large banks don’t touch 
them although there are some smaller community banks and credit unions that do allow adult 
use cannabis operators to bank with them.  There are ATM’s in all the dispensaries.  It is 
primarily a cash basis from a point of sale standpoint.  They use third party companies to pick 
up the cash from the vault to then take to the bank.  It gets a little in the weeds, literally.  The 
way it was explained is that when the cash hits the safe at the dispensary, it technically 
becomes the possession of the company that comes to pick up and take it to the bank.  
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There’s a very, very in depth State tracking system for inventory.  They know every ounce of 
every product that is on every shelf and they know as soon as the cash hits the machine, it 
goes to Columbus and they keep track of all the sales.  So, if you’re wondering how do you 
impose a 10% tax on a cash business; there’s pretty sophisticated mechanisms.  Very 
elaborate.  Mrs. Creamer asked about zoning and I’d like to talk a little bit about that.  So, this 
is a map of the city.  Everything in red is the B-1, B-2 or B-3 zoning districts.  You can see 
there’s not a lot.  They’re primarily shopping centers.  They’re primarily duplexes, we’ll say, of 
commercial buildings concentrated in the downtown area and on the east side.  So, with the 
help of the Engineering Dept., they made for me to-scale these little green wheels.  So, the pin 
is going to be the dispensary.  We know one dispensary that is looking at a suite downtown 
outside of this historic district and it’s going to be right there.  So what this wheel is, that’s the 
dispensary, this is two miles in radius.  So, there’s a mile from the dispensary out to each part 
of the wheel.  So, basically, that says that if a dispensary goes here, no other dispensaries can 
go in that circle.  We know of the second one that is looking at a commercial property around 
Target and I’m going to put a pin in that one and that’s that one-mile radius.  So, with two 
dispensaries; the circles can overlap, but obviously, they’re a mile away from each other.  
They’re a little mile and a half to three quarters.  So with two dispensaries, we’ve taken up 17th 
St. on the west side all the way to the corporate limits on the east side.  Now, we could go 
further and add additional wheels.  Let’s say one wanted to open up down by Menard’s which 
is this section here.  Theoretically they could, if they found a building.  You don’t see all the 
new construction with these businesses.  They are looking to retrofit an existing business.  Up 
here at Wales Square, one was looking at Wales Square, but there’s a daycare center at the 
south end of that and the way the States; they do it by parcel line.   So, that whole shopping 
center is one big parcel and if the property owner doesn’t want to subdivide or partial out that, 
it’s basically ineligible.  So, I think up here, from five hundred feet from there, you’re not going 
to get too far, but that is an option.  One could go here on the west side.  There’s some spot 
business zonings going out to 32nd St.  I don’t know what all of those are, but if one was, let’s 
say, one was vacant, theoretically, we could get one out here on the west side.  So the whole 
purpose of this is to show you that by limiting them to the business zonings and looking at, to 
scale, what that one-mile radius around a dispensary looks like.  It’s really not feasible to have 
one on every corner.  It’s not feasible to have more than a handful in town, in general.  So, I 
hope that helps as a visual with the zoning nature of it and realistically, if one goes 
somewhere; we’re not bringing a lot, just a couple. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Councilwoman Creamer. 
 
COUNCILWOMAN CREAMER – Thank you, Mr. Herncane for that diagram and for 
Engineering to get this information because I needed the visual.  I needed to see based on the 
language in Chapter 778, I needed to see the numbers.  Currently right now the way its written 
there is no limit on these businesses and I needed to this.  So, we may have four? 
 
TED HERNCANE – Maybe four to five, realistically, is what they City can accommodate by 
looking at the zoning the way we are. 
 
COUNCILWOMAN CREAMER – Okay.  I don’t have any more questions. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Any more questions?  Councilwoman Harwig Smith. 
 
COUNCILWOMAN HARWIG SMITH – We don’t have any medical?  There’s nothing in 
Massillon right, medical or recreational? 



5 
 

 TED HERNCANE – Correct. 
 

COUNCILWOMAN HARWIG SMITH – Does the medical, as far as apply to that too? 
 
TED HERCANE – I could not find that.  So, I’m going to say “no”. 
 
COUNCILWOMAN HARWIG SMITH – Just because I know, I’ve heard of pharmacies that are 
now carry it.  And we have how many pharmacies?  Rite-Aid is closing but we still have 
numerous pharmacies and I’ve heard that pharmacies, I’ve heard that Magnolia is selling 
recreational and medical from their pharmacy.  Which I was really surprised to hear that.  I 
could see the medical but I was surprised they were selling recreational.  If a pharmacy wanted 
to provide medical, would that apply, I guess that is what I’m asking?  If they just wanted 
strictly medical? 
 
TED HERNCANE – I don’t believe that there is a mile in between medical dispensaries as 
there are with adult use. 
 
COUNCILWOMAN HARWIG SMITH – Because it’s prescription. 
 
TED HERNCANE – It was seven years ago.  I think it was just different then.  The same five 
hundred feet away from schools, churches, playgrounds, daycares; those types of facilities 
was in place and is in place for medical.  The companies that are applying now are entities that 
have the medical license that are applying for dual use which means they’re upgrading or 
adding the adult use to their medical.  So, if an entity wanted to come into Massillon with both 
a dual adult use and medical license, the old Chapter 776 for medical cannabis would apply 
and the proposed new Chapter 778 of the City Codified Ordinances was applied so they’d 
have to follow and get a license for both because it’s to tedious. 
 
COUNCILWOMAN HARWIG SMITH – And they’d have to pay the fees for both? 
 
TED HERNCANE – Correct.  The State and local.  We discussed a dual license process here 
and we thought that it would very tedious to try and put that together in one.  Keep it medical 
and keep it adult use and if they want both, they can get both.  But no, we’ve not had any 
medical operators yet. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Councilman Gregg. 
 
COUNCILMAN GREGG – Thank you, President Slater.  Would a dual use operator be able to 
operate in the same location; both medical and adult use? 
 
TED HERNCANE – Yes. 
 
COUNCILMAN GREGG – They could operate from the same location? 
 
TED HERNCANE – Correct. 
 
COUNCILMAN GREGG – Okay.  Thank you. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Any more questions? 
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 TED HERNCANE – Thank you. 
 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Thank you.  Councilwoman Creamer. 
 
COUNCILWOMAN CREAMER – Thank you, Mr. Slater.  At this time, I just want to announce, 
if there are no more questions, that there is going to be a Public Hearing for this topic on 
August 12th at 5:30 p.m. here in Council Chambers.  And with that being said, first reading. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Ord. No. 60 – 2024 has received first reading.  Ord. No.  
61 – 2024. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 61 – 2024  BY:  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

 
AN ORDINANCE amending PART ELEVEN “PLANNING AND ZONING CODE”-Chapters 
1163,1165 and 1167 of TITLE FIVE- “ZONING DISTRICTS” of the Codified Ordinances of the 
City of Massillon, Ohio, to allow as a permitted use in all B-1, B-2 and B-3 business districts, 
excluding the Historic District, adult use cannabis operators, and declaring an emergency. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Councilwoman Creamer. 
 
COUNCILWOMAN CREAMER – Thank you, President Slater.  First reading.  
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Thank you.  Ord. No. 61 – 2024 has received first reading.  
Ord. No. 62 – 2024. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 62 – 2024  BY:  HEALTH, WELFARE & BUILDING REGS. COMMITTEE 

 
AN ORDINANCE amending PART ELEVEN “PLANNING AND ZONING CODE”- CHAPTER 
1181 of TITLE SEVEN – “ACCESSORY BUILDINGS”, Section 1181.01(c) and (e) of the 
Codified Ordinances of the City of Massillon, Ohio, per the attached Exhibit “A”. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Councilwoman Cunningham. 
 
COUNCILWOMAN CUNNINGHAM – Thank you, Mr. President.  First reading. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Ord. No. 62 – 2024 has received its first reading.  Ord. No. 
63 – 2024. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 63 – 2024  BY:  HEALTH, WELFARE & BUILDING REGS. COMMITTEE 

 
AN ORDINANCE amending PART ELEVEN “PLANNING AND ZONING CODE”- CHAPTER  
1121 of TITLE THREE – “CONSTRUCTION OF LANGUAGE; DEFINITIONS”, Section 
1121.02(9) of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Massillon, Ohio, per the attached Exhibit 
“A”. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Councilwoman Cunningham. 
 
COUNCILWOMAN CUNNINGHAM – Thank you, Mr. President.  First reading. 
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Thank you.  Ord. No. 63 – 2024 has received first reading.  
Ord. No. 64 – 2024. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 64 – 2024  BY:  PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 
 
AN ORDINANCE authorizing the Director of Parks and Recreation, on behalf of the Massillon 
Recreation Board and the City of Massillon, Ohio, to advertise for and receive sealed bids and 
to enter into a contract with the lowest and best bidder, upon the approval of the Board of 
Control, for the Reservoir Park Restroom Project, and declaring an emergency. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Councilwoman Harwig Smith. 
 
COUNCILWOMAN HARWIG SMITH – Thank you, President Slater.  This is exactly what it 
says for the Reservoir Restroom Project.  They want to put a whole brand new restroom and 
handicap accessible.  They want to get out to bid.  So, this is an emergency.  Does anybody 
have any questions?  With that being said, I’d like to waive the rules requiring three readings 
and bring Ord. No. 64 – 2024 up for a vote. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Seconded by Councilwoman Creamer.  Roll call for 
suspension. 
 
8 yes for suspension 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – And for passage. 
 
8 yes for passage 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Thank you, Madam Clerk.  Ord. No. 64 – 2024 has passed. 

 Ord. No. 65 – 2024. 
 
 ORDINANCE NO. 65 – 2024  BY:  FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

AN ORDINANCE making certain appropriations from the unappropriated balance of the 1234 
Parks and Recreation Fund, for the year ending December 31, 2024, and declaring an 
emergency. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Councilman Lewis. 
 
COUNCILMAN LEWIS – Yes.  This is an appropriation for $197,000.00.  This is going to be the 
ballfield renovations, the Kiddie Park and playground surfacing at Reservoir Park.  Any questions 
about this?  Seeing none, I make a motion that we suspend the rules requiring three readings, 
bringing Ord. No. 65 – 2024 forward for a vote. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Seconded by Councilman Lombardi.  Roll call for 
suspension. 
 
8 yes for suspension 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – And for passage. 
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8 yes for passage 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Thank you, Madam Clerk.  Ord. No. 65 – 2024 has passed.  
Ord. No. 66 – 2024. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 66 – 2024  BY:  FINANCE COMMITTEE  
 
AN ORDINANCE authorizing the Director of Public Service and Safety of the City of Massillon, 
Ohio, to participate in an Escrow Agreement with the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) 
to deposit a pre-bid estimate into an Escrow Account for ODOT to withdraw the necessary dollar 
amount for the SR 172 Resurfacing Project, and declaring an emergency. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Councilman Lewis. 
 
COUNCILMAN LEWIS – Yes, Mr. President.  I’d like to call up the City Engineer. 
 
ALEX PITTS – Good evening Council.  Yes, I had requested to get this on the agenda last 
minute because we needed to meet with representatives of the Auditor’s office and the Treasurer 
to ensure that we were able to do this.  It’s new through ODOT.  An ODOT representative had 
contacted myself and other staff in my office requesting for this Escrow Agreement for the Lincoln 
Way W. resurfacing project.  So, what this does, it allows us to, basically, put the dollar amount 
that is going through Council right now and put it into an escrow account for ODOT to withdraw 
those funds, whatever it may be and then whatever that they do not use, we can get that money 
right away.  So, say for instance, everything that we owe ODOT, the 20% for the local match 
and then the 100% that we owe for adjustments to infrastructure, pavement repairs, various line 
items.  Say it only amounts to $500,000.00, for simplicity purposes; so instead of us, basically, 
giving ODOT this $677,000.00, we may only need $500,000.00 and wouldn’t see that additional 
$177,000.00 back for another two years, until the project closes out.  What this escrow account 
does, it allows us to receive that $177,000.00 right away.  So, basically, the award date for this 
project is July 25th.  So if bids come in lower than what they’re asking, requesting from the City, 
so like I said, they only need $600,000.00; as soon as they the award the project to the selected 
contractor, the lowest and best bidder, we can take July 26th, for example, the day after the 
award date, we can take that additional $77,000.00 out and it will be distributed back into the 
appropriate funds.  So that’s all this agreement is for.  It’s contingent on the passage of the other 
legislation and the ordinances on the agenda for tonight, of course, and the reason I had to rush 
is because the due date for this agreement is July 12th.  So, essentially, it would have to pass 
tonight in order for this to be enacted.   
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Any questions?  Councilwoman Harwig Smith. 
 
COUNCILWOMAN HARWIG SMITH – Thank you, President Slater.  If there’s money left over, 
this is what’s awarded, if there’s money left over, will that go for like the storm drains and that 
kind of stuff?  Or are the storm drains already done on this patch of road?  I know they were 
saying that we’re responsible for the sidewalks or curb ramps?  When I drove down, it looks like 
most all of the curb ramps have already been replaced.  I just didn’t know what else we were 
financially responsible for; if there’s extra money that can be used for that, I guess is the 
question? 
 
ALEX PITTS – So, what we’re financially responsible for is 20% of the total project.  So, 20% of 
that total project, we pay no matter what. 
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COUNCILWOMAN HARWIG SMITH – So, if it’s a half a million dollars we’re responsible for 
20%? 
 
ALEX PITTS – Correct.  Now the part that we’re responsible for 100% of are the curb ramps.  
Any replacement of sidewalk necessary in order to get the curb ramps into ADA compliance, 
infrastructure, adjustments, so like manhole adjustments, catch basin adjustments; any base 
repair, any repair that’s underneath the pavement surface that you can’t really see.  All of those 
line items were at 100% cost for responsibility purposes for this project.  All this agreement is 
doing is just allowing us to receive that money back sooner rather than later, for example. 
 
COUNCILWOMAN HARWIG SMITH – Okay. 
 
ALEX PITTS – Yeah, so. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Any more questions?  Councilman Lewis. 
 
COUNCILMAN LEWIS – This legislation is contingent on Ords. No. 57 and No. 58, at this time, 
I would like to make a motion that we amend the agenda, moving Ord. No. 66 – 2024 to be 
handled directly after Ord. No. 58 – 2024 tonight. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Seconded by Councilman Lombardi.  Roll call to amend. 
 
8 yes to amend the agenda to move Ord. No. 66 – 2024 after Ord. No. 58 – 2024 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Thank you. 

   
  8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
  9. PETITIONS AND GENERAL COMMINCATIONS 
 
10. BILLS, ACCOUNTS AND CLAIMS 
 
11. REPORTS FROM CITY OFFICIALS 
 
  Treasurer’s Report - May 2024 
  
12. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Our next Work Session will be Monday July 8, 2024, at 
6:30 p.m.  

 
13. RESOLUTIONS AND REQUESTS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
14. CALL OF THE CALENDAR 
 
15. THIRD READING ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
16. SECOND READING ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
 COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Ord. No. 56 – 2024. 
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 ORDINANCE NO. 56 – 2024  BY:  RULES, COURTS & CIVIL SERVICE COMMITTEE 

 
AN ORDINANCE amending the rules of Massillon City Council by amending Rule 19 “Standing 
Committees” (1) and (5) of Section 121.02 “RULES OF COUNCIL” of the Codified Ordinances 
of the City of Massillon, Ohio. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Councilman Gregg. 
 
COUNCILMAN GREGG – Thank you, President Slater.  I intend to give this three readings so 
we can discuss this again on Work Session if anybody has any discussion.  But if you have 
any questions or discussion for this evening, feel free to ask. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Councilman Ray. 
 
COUNCILMAN RAY – I just wanted to kind of have an understanding as to what was the 
particular reason for wanting to implement the change? 
 
COUNCILMAN GREGG – I want to defer to Councilman Lewis about the legislation being 
brought forward. 
 
COUNCILMAN LEWIS – Historically, TIF’s would have fallen under the Finance Committee.  A 
couple of years ago when the creation of the Economic Development Committee, that didn’t 
exist prior.  So when this TIF came forward it was suggested to go to the Economic 
Development Committee.  The President didn’t have the history of Council and made a 
decision based off of what he thought made sense.  However, I make the argument that TIF’s 
are not an economic development tool.  They are a future based appropriation of funds that we 
anticipate receiving which would be an operation of the Finance Committee and that’s why I 
recommended that we make adjustment to make it clear so that we don’t have to second 
guess. 
 
COUNCILMAN RAY – Understandable.  Just after looking at the definition of a TIF is a tax 
increment financing isn’t an economic development mechanism available to the local 
governments in Ohio.  So that why I was a little confused as to why it would economic 
development or be adjusted to finance because most of our legislation has a committee 
section or a committee piece and then the finance piece.  So, that’s why I was wondering; 
based on the definition. 
 
COUNCILMAN LEWIS – And I would say that we’ve never once offered, that I can think of 
recently, offered businesses TIF’s to attract them.  We always wait until a business is already 
here.  I mean, they got employees that are operating for a year and then we TIF them; for our 
benefit, not for the benefit of that business.  So, that’s why I made that decision. 
 
COUNCILMAN RAY – Thank you. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Any more questions?  Seeing none, Councilman Gregg. 
 
COUNCILMAN GREGG – Second reading. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Thank you.  Ord. No. 56 – 2024 has received second 
reading.  Ord. No. 57 – 2024. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 57 – 2024  BY:  STREETS, HIGHWAYS, TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 
AN ORDINANCE authorizing the Director of Public Service and Safety of the City of Massillon, 
Ohio, to sign the Final Legislation with the Ohio Dept. of Transportation (ODOT), for the 
resurfacing of Lincoln Way N.W. (SR 172) within the City of Massillon, PID 101268, and 
declaring an emergency. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Councilwoman Cunningham. 
 
COUNCILWOMAN CUNNINGHAM – Thank you, Mr. President.  In lieu of Councilman Snee’s 
absence, they asked me to bring this forward.  Are there any discussions this evening?  
Because we’ve been really working this over for the safety of our citizens.  We really need to 
do this.  Any questions?  Seeing no questions, I make a motion that we waive the rules 
requiring three readings and bring Ord. No. 57 – 2024 forward for a vote. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Seconded by Councilwoman Creamer.  Roll call for 
suspension. 
 
8 yes for suspension 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – And for passage. 
 
8 yes for passage 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Thank you, Madam Clerk.  Ord. No. 57 – 2024 has 
passed.  Ord. No. 58 – 2024. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 58 – 2024  BY:  FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
AN ORDINANCE making certain appropriations from the unappropriated balance of the 1201 
Street Construction M & R Fund and the 1419 Marketplace Infrastructure Fund, for the year 
ending December 31, 2024, and declaring an emergency. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Councilman Lewis. 
 
COUNCILMAN LEWIS – Yes.  Are there any questions or discussion regarding this this 
evening?  Seeing none, I make a motion we suspend the rules requiring three readings, 
bringing Ord. No. 58 – 2024 forward for a vote. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Seconded by Councilman Lombardi 
Roll call for suspension. 
 
8 yes for suspension 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – And for passage. 
7 yes; 1 no for passage 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Thank you, Madam Clerk.  Ord. No. 58 – 2024 has 
passed.  Ord. No. 66 – 2024. 
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COUNCILMAN LEWIS – I don’t think that probably has to be read into the record again. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – No.  Councilman Lewis. 
 
COUNCILMAN LEWIS – As previously read into the record, when this was under first reading 
and then we amended the agenda just to push the vote to after the correlating pieces.  So, as 
the City Engineer did state, this is just a mechanism to hold the funds that we are obligated to 
cover and also allows us to draw funds back down if they go used in a more timely fashion.  Is 
there any further discussion or questions this evening?  Seeing none, I make a motion that we 
suspend the rules requiring three readings, bringing Ord. No. 66 – 2024 forward for a vote. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Seconded by Councilman Gregg.  Roll call for suspension. 
 
8 yes for suspension 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – And for passage. 
 
8 yes for passage 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Thank you Madam Clerk.  Ord. No. 66 – 2024 has passed. 

 
17. REMARKS OF DELEGATIONS AND CITIZENS TO MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
 

DAVE MCCUNE – I live on the west side in the 6th Ward.  Tonight I want to share with y’all an 
experience that my wife and I were subjected to this past Saturday evening.  An intimidation by 
a member of this body.  At approximately 9:30 Saturday night, after a long day, my wife and I 
were getting ready to go out for the evening.  I was in the shower, my wife was getting dressed 
when there was a knock on the door, I heard our German Shepard go crazy.  Didn’t think a 
whole lot about it since there’s these delivery people out there.  A couple of minutes later, my 
wife comes into the bathroom and says there’s a big guy out here by the name of Mike Snee.  
Says that you have questions for him.  He’s here to answer them.  I didn’t have any questions 
for Mr. Snee.  So I expected my wife to tell him that he’s not invited on my property.  I didn’t 
have any questions for him and I didn’t have any time for him.  Well, unfortunately, he did 
intimidate my wife and she was afraid to tell him what I told her to.  So when I got out of the 
shower, I asked her why she wasn’t ready.  She said he’s still standing out there, he won’t 
leave.  So after some time, still in my bathrobe, I went to the door to confront Mr. Snee.  He’s 
puffed up, crossed arms and said “I’m here to answer the questions you have for me”.  And I 
told him that I didn’t have any questions for him.  He wasn’t invited onto my property and I 
would appreciate it if he would leave.  He refused.  He stepped up, puffed up a little bigger 
thinking, well, he’s been a bully all his life because of his size and he said that he wanted to 
discuss the safety of the problems at the Massillon vs McKinley game.  I told him I was 
perfectly fine with coverage of our police force that they provided.  He then stepped into social 
media and he said “I want to know why you replied negatively to a post of mine?”  And I said 
“Because it was the most ridiculous post that I ever read in my life”.  He was wanting to 
suspend the Massillon vs McKinley game until he gets assurances that the public is going to 
be kept safe.  Number one, if you’re a true Massillon Tiger, you don’t even think about 
suspending that game.  That game was suspended in 1917 and once for a violation.  I 
reiterated that I was comfortable with the safety that would be provided by the men and women 
of the Massillon Police force.  Then it became very apparent that he wasn’t there for that.  He 
was there to pick a bone over a social media post.  As an elected official, he’s not permitted to 
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show up at my door trying to pick a bone with me over under the guides of city business over 
something that nothing to do with city business, but a personal vendetta.  The say that I’m mad 
is beyond; it doesn’t even cover.  So, I told him once again, I stand by everything I wrote.  I 
wouldn’t write anything I wouldn’t say to your face and since you’re here, I’m telling you that I 
stand by what I said.  Then, he wanted to know why I was negative in my replies to other posts 
that he put on social media?  I told him that if he posted on social media he was fair game and 
if he didn’t want to have replies to his posts, he shouldn’t them.  I’m telling you folks, his 
actions demand censored.  If any one of you showed up at my house, the next time, after 
everybody that I’ve talked about this has told me, I will call the police.  I will start charges 
against you and I still have time to do that with him.  So, I’m here tonight to press this body to 
go for censor of Mr. Snee for his illegal actions and threats of intimidation that he imposed on 
my wife and on my property after I told him numerous times that he was not invited on my 
property nor was he to ever be there again.  So, I shut the door.  He was still standing there.  
Five minutes later I get a message of Facebook “Shame on you” it said.  So, I responded to 
him, once again, I told him that I stood by every word that I said which I told him that his post 
was ridiculous and that a true fan wouldn’t even consider that and I also asked him “Exactly 
what assurances was he looking for to prevent his suspension of the Massillon vs McKinley 
game?”.  He did not respond.  I was going to let it go.  I wasn’t going to pursue it until Sunday 
morning when I got another message from calling me a “Facebook warrior and a coward”.  
Well, I was here tonight to face.  I am no coward.  Anything I put on Facebook, I’ll tell you to 
your face.  I demand that that man be censored and if not, I’m going pursue higher. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Thank you. 
 
DAVID MCCUNE – Thank you. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Anyone else? 
 

18. ADJOURNMENT 
  
 COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Councilwoman Bryan-Huth. 
 

COUNCILWOMAN BRYAN-HUTH – Thank you, Mr. President.  I’d like to motion to adjourn, 
please. 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Seconded by Councilman Ray.  Roll call, please. 
 
8 yes to adjourn 
 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT SLATER – Meeting adjourned. 
 
   
______________________________  ______________________________ 

 DIANE ROLLAND, COUNCIL CLERK  MIKE SLATER, PRESIDENT 


