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	Meeting Name: Board of Health
	Location:  Massillon City Health Department

	Date:  July 28, 2026
	Start Time: 3:30pm
	Stop Time: 4:05pm

	Note Taker:  Terri Argent, RS, REHS
	Facilitator: Sonia Glick Pro-Tem

	Attendees: 
	Terri Argent
Lew Garrett 
Margaret Elum
Joni Dingey
	Dr. Wiggins
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Slutz
Cathi Heitger

	
	




		MONTHLY ITEMS

	1.APPROVAL OF JUNE 2026 MEETING MINUTES AS EMAILED
Motion made by Cathi Heitger to approve 2026 meeting minutes. Margaret Elum seconds the motion. Motion carried. 

	2. APPROVAL OF ACTUAL SPEND FOR JULY 2026
Motion made by Joni Dingey to approve actual spend for July 2026. Lew Garrett seconds the motion. Motion carried. 

	3. APPROVAL OF FORECASTED SPEND FOR AUGUST 2026. Motion made by Lew Garrett to approve August 2026 expenses. Joni Dingey seconds the motion. Motion carried. 

	4. JUNE 2026 ENVIRONMENTAL, NURSING/WIC, AND VITAL STATS DIVISION REPORTS. 

	MINUTES




	                              THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED

 Old Business

1.  Hiring update
Terri states that there have been some good interviews with possible Nursing Directors recently. Terri has offered the position to one candidate. They are currently on vacation and will think it over then give their response. There was one applicant for the Environmental Director position, but Terri received negative feedback from references. So, it was determined that they were not the right fit. There are currently three positions posted for the Health Department: Environmental Health Director, Environmental Health Specialist and Outreach Coordinator. 

2. Mayor granted final approval for incentives after September 1, 2026
The September 1st date is due to when the grant extension money is received. Terri stated that she wanted to let the Board of Health know that the  incentive request was granted by Mayor Slutz. 

Mayor Slutz requests to talk about Christine Gogerty’s reimbursement for handling the Nursing Director’s responsibilities. Mayor Slutz feels Christine has been doing a great job  covering both positions during the vacancy, and therefore feels she should be compensated accordingly. Lew concurs that the Board feels the same way. Per Mayor Slutz’s conversation with Lori, the Budget director, the Auditor’s office will need a copy of the meeting minutes showing approval for compensating  Christine while she is in that acting position. Margaret comments that if a similar situation arises in the future, it would be a good idea to utilize the PRN nurse to alleviate the workload. Terri responds that the PRN nurse is Becky Johnson and she was utilized in July to assist with high school sports physicals. 

            New Business

1. Approval to hire 2 positions or contract with Workforce Development Grant funds

· Administrative Assistant to help with grant funds and accreditation 

· Sanitarian to assist until a full-time REHS can be hired 

Terri discovered that Workforce Development Grant funds could be used  to hire part-time employees on a short-term contract via the Public Health Professional services program through OPHA (Ohio Public Health Association). They have Sanitarians, nurses , accreditation specialists, etc. They charge by the hour. Terri has a handout with information and costs. Lew questions how it works . Terri responds that the health department would tell OPHA what personnel is needed as they have a list of trained professionals to provide services on a short-term basis. It would be entirely paid for by the Workforce Development Grant funds. Cathi Heitger asks if the health department gets a choice of who is hired. Terri responds that that part she does not know yet, but she believes they choose the people. 

Lew Garrett makes a motion to approve hiring two positions with Workforce Development funds. Margaret Elum seconds the motion. Motion carried. 




2. Approval to schedule a Board Meeting to review proposed budget for 2027

Terri will be meeting with the Budget Director on Thursday, August 6, 2026 to get things started. Terri’s available dates are: August 6th, 7th, 12th and 13th. It is determined that the 2027 budget meeting will be held August 12, 2026 at 3:30pm. 

Joni Dingey makes a motion to approve the 2027 budget special meeting date of August 12, 2026 at 3:30pm. Lew Garrett seconds the motion. Motion carried. 





3. Public Health current events

Terri shares the four issues that Public health is keeping an eye on:

· Measles: Public health is currently monitoring the measles outbreak. Ashtabula and Tuscarawas counties both have had cases. Measles cases are double what they were last year. 96% of the measles cases are those unvaccinated.

· COVID 19: Cases are ramping up this time of year, especially in the western US. 

· Cyclosporiases: Parasites in the lettuce. There were reported over 11,000 cases in 46 states in the US. Iceberg lettuce still seems to be the source. Cilantro and parsley may also be contaminated. Consider not eating lettuce and strawberries right now. 

· Poor air quality. Smokey air from Canadian wildfires is being monitored. It is causing hazardous air quality conditions. It is advisable to stay indoors when possible. 


4. Public speaks
Margaret asks if we at the health department have a list of food pantries in Massillon to hand out to those in need. Terri confirms yes, we have handouts at the front  counter. Lew points out that they see the same families sometimes Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of the same week. Massillon is fortunate to have so many food resources for families in need.  Dr. Wiggins asks if the pantries are only for Massillon residents and Terri responds no, it is for all people regardless of residency. Mayor Slutz asks if there were enough volunteers at the last pantry. It is stated that the numbers were down due to high school kids being off and the Lions club members could not make it. Lew comments that both new staff, Kelly Hurdt and Raquel Gonzales, were an excellent addition as they are hard workers. 



ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn at 4:05pm made by Cathi Heitger, seconded by Joni Margaret Elum. Motion carried by all Board Members in attendance.
 

	APPROVAL


	These minutes represent a true and accurate record of this meeting                                     to be the best of my knowledge.
	Date: 
7/28/2026

	Board of Health President:
	
	

	Board of Health Secretary:
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